
Valida
Your cosmetics,
the natural way



From nature  
to your 
cosmetics
Across the cosmetics landscape, consumers are seeking more natural 
ingredients that make them feel good about themselves and their 
environmental footprint. Although the demand is clear, companies 
still struggle to find a suitable replacement that provides viscosity and 
other benefits associated with artificial compounds. That’s where 
Valida comes in. Valida is a renewable material that performs as an 
opacifier and stabiliser for a wide range of cosmetic applications, as 
well as supporting a more sustainable lifecycle. 

Valida is natural cellulose, the most 
abundant organic material on earth. 

?

Valida



The power of cellulose.
Enhanced by Sappi.
Sappi is a global diversifi ed woodfi bre group, focused on 
dissolving pulp, paper-based solutions and high quality 
functional biomaterials. 

Manufacturing operations can be found on 3 continents 
with sales in over 150 countries. We are using our global 
leadership position and signifi cant investment in Research and 
Development in coated graphics papers, speciality packaging 
grades, dissolving pulp and biorefi nery processes, to respond 
to the growing global demand for high quality functional 
biomaterials.

CELLULOSE IS THE SOURCE OF OUR INSPIRATION

As we focus on creating value for our shareholders from 
relevant, sustainable woodfi bre products, we take cognisance 
of our impact on the planet and our stakeholders to ensure that 
all benefi t in the long term. Our commitment to sustainability 
is based on being a trusted, transparent and innovative partner 
in building a bio-based circular economy. Sustainability is 
entrenched in the way we manage our daily business activities, 
mitigate risk, leverage opportunities and plan for the future. 
We hold ourselves accountable for global sustainability and best 
practice standards by transparently measuring, monitoring 
and communicating our economic, social and environmental 
performance. We further use innovative technology to 
contribute to a thriving world through reliable and relevant 
solutions by extracting more value from each tree.



Sustainability and collaboration
At Sappi, we believe building a thriving, sustainable world is a moral and business 
imperative, affecting each and every decision we make. 

We are known for our challenge-driven innovation in natural solutions and are continuously looking for 
strategic partnerships in the quest for a sustainable future.

Minimise energy 
consumption.

Maximise  
bio-based circular 

economy.

Adherence to the 
highest quality 

standards.

Natural, 
biodegradable.



WHAT IS VALIDA?

Valida contains the smallest
component of cellulose –
cellulose fi brils.
Dispersed in water, cellulose fi brils form an 
extensive network through hydrogen bonding 
and mechanical entanglement. The formed 
network stabilises particles in suspension and 
oil-in-water emulsions without an emulsifi er.

VALIDA’S RHEOLOGY PROPERTIES

Valida has a high viscosity at rest and is extremely shear thinning. 
Valida is also thixotropic; when the shear is removed, viscosity is 
quickly restored.
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Valida in Personal Care  –  
Performance from a natural material

STABILISE FORMULATION WITHOUT THICKENING 

• No phase separation
• Increase additive efficiency

THIXOTROPIC RHEOLOGY 

• Sprayable
• Creamy and spreadable
• Unique texture
• Synergy with thickeners

MOISTURISING  

• Fresh skin feel
• Eliminate greasy and tacky skin feel





Valida in oil/water emulsions

VALIDA CAN STABILISE OIL�IN�WATER EMULSIONS:

• Without an emulsifi er if the oil content is below 10%;
• With less emulsifi er when the oil content is above 10%.

VALIDA VS INCUMBENT MATERIALS
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Skin care,  Body care,  Sun care,  Dental care, 
Baby care, other leave-on formulas

Hair care, other rinse-off  formulas

Fragrance formulas







VALIDA’S ENHANCED RHEOLOGY & SYNERGIES WITH XANTHAN GUM

Valida’s hydrating property counters the greasy and sticky skin feel of Xanthan gum, whilst improving 
formulation pick-up and providing a unique texture. 

Xanthan Gum

Valida S+

Thickening

Optical clearanceThixotropicity

SprayabilityElectrolyte tolerance

Microbial stabilitySkin feel

At low dosage, Valida is a stabiliser with minimal impact on viscosity. At increased dosage, Valida can act as 
a thickener.   
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VALIDA’S ENHANCED RHEOLOGY & SYNERGIES WITH XANTHAN GUM CONTINUED

Valida also synergises with Xanthan Gum for significantly improved viscosity and stabilising performance.
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VALIDA SHOWS ROBUST PERFORMANCE

Valida shows robust performance in high electrolyte concentrations, pH and (largely) polar solvents capable 
of hydrogen bonding as well.
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Ingredient INCI-Name Function
Valida  
formulation, %

Reference  
formulation, %

Phase A

Purified water Aqua Solvent To 100 To 100

Pricerin 9091 Glycerin Humectant 3 3

Valida S+  
(as received)

Cellulose
Stabiliser, co-thickener,  
skin feel enhancer

3,8 0

Xanthan Gum Thickener 0 0,3

 Phase B

Crodamol GTCC
Caprylic/Capric 
Triglyceride

Emollient 4 4

Avocado Oil
Persea Gratissima 
(Avocado) Oil

Emollient 2 2

Jojoba Oil
Simmondsia Chinensis 
Seed Oil

Emollient 0,10 0,10

Cetiol SB45
Butyrospermum Parkii 
(Shea) Butter

Emollient 1 1

Cetyl Stearyl  
Alcohol

Cetearyl Alcohol Emulsifier 3 3

Stearic Acid Stearic Acid Emulsifier 1 1

Olivern 1000
Cetearyl Olivate,  
Sorbitan Olivate

Emulsifier 4 4

Phase C

Vitamin E Tocopheryl Acetate Antioxidant 0,50 0,50

Aloe Extract
Aloe Barbadensis  
Leaf Extract

Soothing agent 0,10 0,10

Preservative Phenoxyethanol Preservative 0,50 0,50

Sodium Hydroxide Sodium Hydroxide pH adjuster q.s. q.s.

PREPARATION METHOD 

1. Combine phase A ingredients and heat to 75 °C; Do the same for phase B;
2. Combine phase A with B and emulsify until homogeneous and glossy. Homogenise at 3000 rpm for  

3 minutes;
3. Let it cool to 40 °C. When cooled, add phase C one by one and mix well. 
4. Adjust pH to 5.5-5.6.

AN APPLICATION EXAMPLE: EYE CREAM



Working together for
sustainable impact

We believe the best ideas and innovations spring from diverse 
partnerships, so we invite you to help us accelerate meaningful 
change. We are committed to investing resources to develop 
applications which progress the commercial realisation of the 
unique benefi ts which Valida has to off er.

CONTACT DETAILS TO REQUEST A SAMPLE

Sappi Biotech
sappi.com/valida
valida@sappi.com



For further product details please scan the QR code. 



Sappi unlocks the power 
of trees to make every day 
more sustainable
Sappi is a leading global provider of powerful everyday materials 
made from woodfi bre-based renewable resources. As a diversifi ed, 
innovative and trusted leader focused on sustainable processes and 
products, we are building a more circular economy by making what 
we should, not just what we can. 

Our raw material off erings (such as dissolving pulp, wood pulp 
and biomaterials) and end-use products (packaging and speciality 
papers, graphic papers, casting and release papers and forestry 
products) are manufactured from sustainably-sourced 
production facilities powered with bio-energy. Together with 
our partners, Sappi will continue to build a thriving world by acting 
boldly in support of the planet, people and prosperity.

Printed on Sappi Magno Satin 250g/m2 and 170g/m2
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